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SUBJECT: COLLECTION OP HEAVY WEAPONS IN LEBANON 

REF: BEIRUT 0096 

1. DISCUSSED ANNOUNCEMENT BY "QUADRAPARTITE COMMITTEE " 
(REFTEL) SETTING JANUARY 12 DEADLINE POR COLLECTION OP 
HEAVY WEAPONS AND POR PALESTINIAN 
REGULAR FORCES TO LEAVE 

COUNTRY WITH COS SHIHABI JANUARY 10. ASKED SHIHABI WHICH 
ELEMENT HAD BEEN MOST ACTIVE IN PUSHING FOR THIS ANNOUNCE- 
MENT. HE REPLIED IMMEDIATELY, SYRIA. DAMASCUS, HE SAID, 

WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE EXTENSIVE DELAY IN BEGINNING 
WEAPONS COLLECTION. HE ANTICIPATES EACH ELEMENT WILL 
PURNISH LIST OF WEAPONS IT CONTROLS BY THE JANUARY 12 
DEADLINE AND "EVERY LIST WILL BE A TIE." SYRIA, HOWEVER, 
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KNOWS WHERE AT LEAST 80 PERCENT OP THE WEAPONS ARE 
ALREADY HIDDEN AND PLANS BEGIN A WIDE-SPREAD ARMS SWEEP 
UP 

JANUARY 13. HE UNABLE PREDICT THE TIME WHICH 
WILL BE REQUIRED TO PINISH THE OPERATION BUT INCLINED 
BELIEVE THAT WHILE IT WITT. INVOLVE SOME LIGHTING, THE 
ACTUAL CONPTICT WILL BE LIMITED AND ADP, I.E., 
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SYRIA, WILL PREVAIL. HE STRESSED SYRIAN DETERMINATION TO 
CRACK WHATEVER HEADS MAY BE NECESSARY IN THE PROCESS. 

2. CONCERNING THE PALESTINIAN "REGULAR FORCES," SHIHABI 

SAID THIS PART OP ANNOUNCEMENT WAS DIRECTED AT THE REMNANTS 
OP PLA'S QADISIYYA AND HITTIN BRIGADES WHICH HAD 
DEPECTED TO ARAPAT AND THE REJECTIONISTS LAST SUMMER. 

HE ESTIMATED NUMBERS INVOLVED TO BE BETWEEN 150-250 
OPFICERS AND MEN. THE ANNOUNCEMENT ALSO INTENDED COVER 
THOSE ELEMENTS REMAINING IN LEBANON OP THE AIN JALLUT 
BRIGADE WHICH MUST NOW RETURN TO EGYPT. (HE DID NOT 
HAVE PIGURE IMMEDIATELY AVAILABLE ON NUMBER INVOLVED.) 
PINALLY, HE SAID, THE REPERENCE WAS TO THOSE "IRAQI 
REGULARS" NUMBERING 
ABOUT 900-1,200 STILL IN LEBANON. 

3. ASKED WHERE THE QADISIYYA/HITTIN ELEMENTS WERE 
EXPECTED TO GO, THE GENERAL SMILED THINLY AND SAID "WE 
HAVE TOLD THEM THEY ARE WELCOME IN DAMASCUS BUT ASSUME 
THEY WILL GO TO BAGHDAD. 

4. SHIHABI MADE CLEAR THAT THE JANUARY 12 DEADLINE IS 
CONCEIVED AS THE BEGINNING OF THE PROCESS NOT THE 
COMPLETION. 

5. COMMENT: 

OTHERS MAY PEAR SYRIAN ACTIONS ARE WEAKENING SARKIS BY MOVING 
TOO PAST AND MAKING HIM APPEAR A PUPPET. TOP SARG COMMAND, 
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HOWEVER, CLEARLY BELIEVES 

SARKIS' INABILITY TO START HEAVY WEAPONS COLLECTION 
RISKS PURTHER DESTABILIZATION IN LEBANON. THIS WE BELIEVE 
TO HAVE BEEN OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION PROMPTING THIS LATEST 
SYRIAN INITIATIVE. 

MURPHY 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMS CACHES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 10-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC00191 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770009-0203 

Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 67/aaaacgvt. tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 08fab6db-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 BEIRUT 96 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Jul-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3634822 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COLLECTION OF HEAVY WEAPONS IN LEBANON 
TAGS: PFOR, PINT, MOPS, PINS, SY, XF, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/08fab6db-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



